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1949 photographs, from California State 
Library digital collections.

2

Is the lake the former course of the Sacramento River?



1937 Aerial Photograph of 
Lake Washington, from UCSB 
Aerial Photography 
Collections.

• Named after the “Town of 
Washington”, the original 
name for West Sacramento
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Washington Lake Then and Now

2011-3 NAIP Imagery
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1937 Aerial Lake Washington
• Boats and dock are visible on west 

side of lake.  Access was on a road 
along the west side of the lake from 
the south end of the lake.  

• Alaska Packers barn visible.
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1952 Aerial Photo

• Docks and boats 
visible on west side of 
lake.

• Boathouse north of 
dock  

• New access road to 
clubhouse

• Ship channel route is 
visible.
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From 1855 “Map of the Mining Region 
of California”, drawn by Geo. H. Baker

From 1848 “ Gold and Quicksilver District of California”Historic Maps of Lake 
Washington vicinity. 

• “Road Across the Tule”
• “Tule or Bullrush Swamp overflow’d in 

winter”
• Town of Washington shown.
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Sacramento Daily Union, June 17th, 1852

San Joaquin Republican, March 4th, 1854

Sacramento Daily Union, November 8th, 
1856

Lake Washington in the 1850s:  Ferries and Hunting
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Sacramento Daily Union, April 
24th, 1888

Sacramento Daily Union, April 2nd, 1861

Sacramento Daily Union, December 13th, 1865

Sac. Daily Union, Oct. 4th, 1872Lake Washington in the 1800s Sacramento Daily Union, 
November 14th, 1885
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Lake Washington circa 1910, photos from 
California State Library online catalog.

Sacramento Union, October 31st, 1906 10



Lake Washington between 1910 and 1913; 
photos from California State Library online catalog.
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Lake Washington between 1910-13
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• 1907 – West Sacramento Land 
Company

• June 22, 1913 – Water carnival was 
held and West Sacramento Land 
company opened public fishing on the 
lake

• 1914 – Proposal to develop a park at 
Lake Washington
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“Lake Washington in West Sacramento will today be the mecca 
of lovers of water sports. The biggest regatta ever held on fresh 
water west of the river starts at 11 o’clock this morning and will 
continue throughout the afternoon with the best oarsmen, 
swimmers, divers and water poloists on the coast entered in the 
various events. In addition a flycasting tournament of bigger 
proportions than ever before attempted here will be on the 
day’s program. The day’s festivities start this morning with a 
novel street parade in which the visiting bay city oarsmen will 
march up K street about 8 o’clock after their arrival on a 
specially chartered river steamer. The line of march will extend 
up K street to the Hotel Sacramento where the Fifth regiment 
band of San Francisco will give a free open air concert at 10 
o’clock. The scene will then be shifted to Lake Washington for 
the big regatta after which the contestants will return and 
another free band concert will be given at 7 o'clock in the 
evening. ……………………………..”



June 2nd, 1913 Water Carnival

June 22ndJune 22nd, 1913 Water Carnival

, 1913 Water Carnival

.
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June 22nd, 1913 Water Carnival
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June 22nd, 1913 Water Carnival
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June 22, 1913 Water Carnival
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Sacramento Bee:  July 23rd, 1927
• 250 acres had originally been set aside for a park.
• The Alaska Packers property on the west shore 

was planted with a peach orchard and alfalfa 
fields.

• The lake was about ten feet deep.

Sacramento Union, June 26th, 1914



History of  Pleasure Boating in Sacramento

Sacramento Daily Union, Volume 29, 
Number 4452, 28 June 1865

Sacramento Daily Union, Volume 17, 
Number 2637, 9 September 1859

• 1860s-1880s:  At least ten rowing clubs formed during this time period.
• The Undine Boat Club was one of the largest

• 1860s:  Sailing regattas were held on the Sacramento River, often on July 4th.
• Early 1900s:  Power boating started to become popular; power boat races were held.
• 1934:  LWSC was organized.
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Whitehall boat



Sacramento Bee Article from July 29, 1936
• The club was “formed two years ago.”
• About 30 boats were kept in the lake; there 

were 28 members.
• The club owned a “clubhouse, wharf, and 

derrick.”
• Meetings were held every other Tuesday.
• There was a fleet of Snipes (Fleet # 58), a fleet 

of the “bug class,” and other miscellaneous 
boats.

• There was a regatta held on July 4th, as well as 
racing on alternate Sundays.

• Club secretary A.A. Saville won the Snipe class 
trophy.

• Norman Ford was Commodore, V.D. Quick 
was Vice Commodore, and Ben Butler fleet 
captain.

• Pictured:  Norman Ford in the inset and A.A. 
Saville in a snipe.

20



Norman Ford; first 
commodore of LWSC

Boats anchored on Lake Washington in 1936

21



22

Early History of  LWSC

• LWSC was formed on September 17, 1934 by Al (A.A.) Saville and others
• Saville had formed Sea Scouts Ship No. 3 in 1932 and was the commodore (or vice 

commodore?) of the Sacramento District of Sea Scouts
• First clubhouse was built in October 1935.
• The club’s first regatta has held on July 4th, 1936.
• In 1938, LWSC joined the Small Boat Racing Association of Northern California (SBRANC) and 

began competing regularly against other sailing clubs, including Clear Lake Yacht Club, 
Corinthian Yacht Club, Ionic Sailing Club (now Stockton Sailing Club), Lake Merritt Sailing Club, 
Richardson Bay Yacht Club and San Francisco Yacht Club.

• The first major regatta hosted by LWSC was the 1938 SBRANC spring regatta.  Classes included 
the Snipe, Sun, Moon, and National One Design.

• The Snipe was the primary boat sailed in the early days of the club.  The club was home to 
Snipe fleet # 58.

• Nils (N.H.) Lund, a founding member of the club, designed an 11-foot dinghy called the Bug, 
which was also popular with club members.
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Early LWSC History Continued

• In the 1940s, International 14s and El Toros joined the Snipe as boats 
popular with club members

• In 1945, a boathouse to store boats was purchased from the Sacramento 
Junior College rowing program.

• In the 1950s the Penguin became a popular boat; regattas attracted over 
100 boats.

• 1956-62:  Boy Scouts held the Al Saville regatta; location of the regatta 
moved between Sacramento or Rio Vista; the regatta included sailing and 
seamanship events.  Saville trophy was awarded to the winner.

Early Members
• A.A. Saville – founder of LWSC and second club commodore.
• Norman Ford – first commodore and manager of the Alaska Packers.
• N.H. Lund – designed and built the Bug dinghy, which was sailed by many 

club members.
• Ben Butler –third LWSC commodore
• Earl Barnett – architect who designed the Memorial Auditorium and the 

Sutter Club.
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Sacramento Bee; 
September 15, 1954.



Lake Washington in 1953
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Snipe Dinghy

• The Snipe is a 15 ½ foot, two-person dinghy 
designed in 1931.

• By 1936 it was the largest racing class in the 
world.

• It is still sailed worldwide.



Picture of Snipe dinghies 
from Sacramento Room 
Digital Collections, 
possibly LWSC members:  

“This 1940 photograph 
captures sailboats and 
motorboats making their 
way upstream along the 
Sacramento River. To the 
left of the photograph are 
grain barges while, on the 
right side, are grain 
storage facilities on the 
Yolo County side of the 
river.”
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Lake Washington 1950s; Sacramento Library Sacramento Room
Snipes and El Toro dinghies

A 1953 regatta included 
the following classes:
• Clipper
• Snipe
• Mercury
• International 110
• Penguin
• Shamrock
• Blue Jay
• Melody
• El Toro
• Coast 13
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Motor Boating magazine, July 1952
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May 20th, 1953; Sacramento Bee



31

1954 LWSC 
Course Diagram

• Start finish line was off of 
clubhouse dock.

• Club house and boat house are 
illustrated.



Lake Washington in 1953, 
Alaska Packers buildings and 
LWSC clubhouse visible on the 
near shore of the lake.
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Lake Washington -1950s

33



Harold N. Ouye Home 
Movies: Reel 89

• Home video taken around 
1953

• https://archive.org/details
/casacsh_000341

• Sailing starts at 4:08 of the 
video.
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https://archive.org/details/casacsh_000341


LWSC - 1955 Penguin Trophy

Penguin Class - 11 ft. long one-design class

• Designed in 1938 to be home- built from 
plywood

• Became popular at LWSC in the 1950s and 
was raced at LWSC until the 1970s
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U.S. Congressman J. Leroy Johnson

August 7th, 1949 – Groundbreaking ceremony  at Lake Washington for the Sacramento/Yolo Deep Water Channel

Motorboat races

• Port was approved in 1946 Rivers and Harbors Act
• Non containerized port limits port traffic
• Cargo includes rice and other grains, lumber, cement, wind 

turbine blades
• Depth of channel and turning basin is 30 feet
• First ship arrived in June 1963
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Sacramento Room Digital Collection:

“The Port of Sacramento's nascent deep water channel is pictured here on January 18, 
1954. The two silos are on the north bank of the channel.
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From Sacramento 
Room Digital 
Collection:

January 18, 1954
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Lake Washington -

1960
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Lake Washington 
- 1960
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Lake Washington 
- 1960
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The barge canal and 
Stone Locks under 
construction.

The barge canal was 
intended for use by 
barges carrying rice 
and grain down the 
Sacramento River 
from the upper 
Sacramento Valley.
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Key Dates
• 1949:  Groundbreaking for the Port of Sacramento project.
• October 1958:  last regatta on the original Lake Washington
• In 1959 and 1960, the club held events on Lake Natoma and Lake 

Folsom while port construction was ongoing.
• In 1961, the club members resumed sailing on Lake Washington
• The current clubhouse was built in 1962/3.
• August 1963:  first cruise through the locks to Discovery Park.
• About 1978 – first Windsurfer regattas at Lake Washington  

(Windsurfer Fleet 49)
• 1987 – Stone Locks were closed permanently
• ???? - 2020- Lasers are primary racing fleet
• 2019 Capitol Cup Regatta; revival of windsurfing racing?
• 2020 – Storage Yard Project!!!!
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LWSC Clubhouse – early 1960s
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Sacramento -Yolo Port District - Deep Water 
Channel Project, Port of Sacramento and barge 
canal locks. The excursion boat Mansion Belle 
enters the barge canal. The Mansion Belle is the 
first passenger vessel to do so. About 150 leaders 
of business, industry and government made the 
trip to attend ceremonies marking the driving of 
the first pile in the development of the wharf. 
Photo published March 2, 1962.

This boat was once owned by John Wayne and 
was in the movie Blood Alley.  It’s now abandoned 
north of Sacramento off of Garden Highway and 
Riego Rd.
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Taipei  Victory;  June 29, 1963
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TNgAjQywfok

Port footage starts at 4:30 of the video.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TNgAjQywfok


May 7th, 1966; From the Bee caption: 
"Some of the many Sacramento area 
residents who are expected to visit 
the patrol submarine Sea Fox, 
moored in the Port of Sacramento, 
toured the vessel yesterday.”
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July 1, 1976; From the Sacramento Bee 
caption: "Workers continue construction 
of an earth-fill dam across the upper end 
of Lake Washington at the Port of 
Sacramento. Once completed, the 
resulting reservoir will serve as a cooling 
off basin for the mountains of wood chips 
still smoldering from a June 29 fire. After 
the chips have been extinguished, they 
will be allowed to dry and then, possibly, 
be sold for fuel. If work continues as 
scheduled, the temporary dam should be 
finished by Monday." 
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• May 2007 – Delta and 
Dawn spent 6 days at the 
lake.  

• Access to the lake was 
restricted.
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Whales at the Lake!!!!!!!!

Whales at Sherman Island 
heading back towards the ocean 
after leaving Lake Washington.



1934-7: Norman Ford
1938: A.A. (Alfred) Saville
1939: Ben Butler
1940: M.L. (Myrt) Ballard
1941: Edward Anderson

Noel Walsh
Henry Duensing
E.V.E. Harris

1947: Eugene Williams
1948: Jack Lovell
1950: Dewitt Nelson
1951: Rod Stebbins
1952: Ken Murray
1953: Daniel Buckley
1954: Charles Shalz
1955: Donald McDonald
1956: Louis DeWitt
1957: Chris R. Jones, Jr.

1958: E.B. (Bodie) Aubery
1959: Bill Hyde
1960: Fred Hawley
1961: Wayne Brown
1965: John Burdette
1966: Robert Loomis
1971: Warren Johnson
1972: Lewis Terry
1975 George Reiner
1976: Bill Butler 

1977-2002:??????????

19??: Dan Clark
2003: Brian Boyington
2004: Steve Fishman
2005: Steve Fishman
2006: Ryan Schofield

2007: Richard Leijonflycht
2008: Richard Leijonflycht
2009: Stephen Jacobs
2010: Ryan Schofield
2011: Ryan Schofield
2012: Ryan Schofield
2013: David Potter
2014: David Potter
2015: David Potter
2016: Rich Glovin
2017: Rich Glovin
2018: David Potter
2019: Janyne Reckner
2020: Janyne Reckner

List of LWSC Commodores
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Resources
• California Digital Newspaper Collections - https://cdnc.ucr.edu/

• Sacramento Bee Archives

• Port of Sacramento, West Sacramento Historical Society

• Center for Sacramento History

• Sacramento Library; Sacramento Room digital collections

• California State Library digital collections

• UC Santa Barbara library aerial photograph collection
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https://cdnc.ucr.edu/


Contact Information

John Mathias
johnamathias@yahoo.com
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2019 Delta Dinghy Ditch
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Additional Slides Follow for Reference
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June 29, 1974; from the Bee caption: "Squadron flagship HMCS Saskatchewan leads the HMCS St. Croix and 
the HMCS MacKenzie up the ship channel toward the port of Sacramento. The three Canadian destroyers, 
part of a training squadron, are visiting today and tomorrow. Open house will be observed from 2 to 4:30 
PM today and tomorrow for area residents who wish to go aboard the ships. Each ship carries a normal 
complement of 12 officers and 198 men.
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Location unknown, but 
looks like Lake 
Washington.  Possibly 
Coronado 15s.

58



Sailboat on the Sacramento in the 1930s;  
Tower Bridge visible in the background.
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1952



62

1972



63

1976



64

1981


	History of Lake Washington Sailing Club
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	History of  Pleasure Boating in Sacramento
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Slide Number 42
	Slide Number 43
	Slide Number 44
	Slide Number 45
	Slide Number 46
	Slide Number 47
	Slide Number 48
	Slide Number 49
	Slide Number 50
	Slide Number 51
	Slide Number 52
	Slide Number 53
	Slide Number 54
	Slide Number 55
	Slide Number 56
	Slide Number 57
	Slide Number 58
	Slide Number 59
	Slide Number 60
	Slide Number 61
	Slide Number 62
	Slide Number 63
	Slide Number 64

